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Xenodochy and xenophoby: Gandhi against Hitler
Kaveh Behbahani

Translator and Researcher in Philosophy

Abstract: The world's charismatic leaders speak to the trauma and pains of the masses and in
virtue of their influential power of speech touch the deepest layers of collective
unconsciousness of people and evoke the masses. However, during history, this amazing power
sometimes led to enormous evils and sometimes improved the public interest of nations. The
policy of charismatic leaders sometimes was absolutely intolerant and violent and sometimes
was tolerant and nonviolent. We can exemplify the xenophilic and xenophobic policies with
figures of two prominent politicians of the twentieth century: Adolf Hitler and Mahatma
Gandhi; the former is notoriously manifestation of “politics of exclusion™ who demonizes the
other and the latter exemplifies "politics of inclusion™ and establishes a friendly relationship
with the demonized other. One identified the other as filthy and the other tries to eliminate such
labels as the so-called untouchable.

In this session, through reading some speeches of both Hitler and Gandhi, I will explain how
Hitler, due to his demagogic power, motivated the aggressive drive of collective
unconsciousness of Germans nation and realized the most horrible xenocidial policy in human
history and how Gandhi by building on the doctrines of ancient Hinduism realized a
xenodochial policy by which the reaction to violent actions is not violence; a policy which led
to liberate the subcontinent from foreign exploitation. Finally, 1 will talk about an appropriate
moral criterion for evaluating the policies of politicians: whether they enforce politics of
exclusion or that of inclusion.




